


PREFACE

I am honored to be asked to write this preface about the author of this monu-
mental history of Cal Beta, Paul Manolis. I first met Paul in the spring of 1951,
when he was the pledge master of our pledge class, and I have followed his
many contributions to the good of our chapter over a period spanning more
than sixty years, probably longer than any other brother.

During these many years Paul served as chapter advisor for ten years and
was named by the SAE National as the Outstanding Chapter Advisor in 1981.
From 1977 to 1990, he was a board member of the House Corporation and
spent several years as its chairman. The Supreme Council of SAE has conferred
upon Paul the Merit Key Award for his outstanding services, which include
serving on the faculty of the Leadership School. He was founder and president
of the Cal Beta 1894 Alumni Association, which raised more than $100,000 for
a chapter endowment. In 2010 he was a member of the first class inducted into
the Cal Beta Hall of Fame.

As a professional historian, Paul was the obvious person for this project of
writing and compiling a history of the chapter. When the chapter fell into dis-
order, he gathered up its written records, which included the original minutes

of the chapter’s founding, and kept them in his home. In 1994 he spoke of the
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history of Cal Beta at the Centennial Celebration dinner, which was attended
by more than three hundred alumni and actives. Just a couple of years ago he
updated that presentation with a video that every pledge class views in order
to understand our rich legacy of traditions. Accumulating the information for
this book required Paul’s expenditure of time, effort, thought, and considerable
personal expense, including a trip to our national headquarters, where he spent
several days researching in the archives at the Levere Memorial Temple.

Two of Paul’s sons are SAEs, George (Oregon Beta ’88) and Dimitri (Cal
Beta ’85, deceased), and his brother, Gus, was Cal Beta ’47 (deceased). As you
can see, Cal Beta and SAE run very deep in the Manolis family.

Paul and his wife, Elene (Alpha Omicron Pi, Cal ’60), are longtime resi-

dents of Piedmont, California.

Robert Leslie

Chairman

Cal Beta SAE Educational Foundation, Inc.
(a.k.a. The House Corporation)
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